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    Access 2 Mountains
A project supported by EU funding

In October 2007 Stephen Wiggs and John Jones spent five days visiting narrow-gauge
forest railways in the Central Carpathians, including Poland, Slovakia, Ukraine,
Romania and Hungary. It seemed then that notwithstanding intense local support and
indeed some great success at managing and developing heritage lines and stock, the
public sector agencies which could access policy support and funding might be able to
learn from experience in other European states.  In the meantime Stephen Wiggs and

         In the Polish Carpathians: a train of the Bieszczady Railway Jonathan Sutton

John Fuller had made some very important contacts with the United Nations
Environment Programme in Vienna responsible for the Alpine Convention and had
attended a meeting in Bolzano in March 2007 at which the contribution of railways in
accessing parts of the Alps, particularly in Austria, had been remarked upon.  As a
result we in NERHT set up a meeting in Rzeszow in south-east Poland which was
hosted by the Regional Development Agency with whom positive contact had already
been made.  We invited representatives from all the railways we had previously
visited to attend alongside a representative of UNEP, which was extending its activities
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into the Carpathian region, as well as Gareth Roberts who during his time as a
planning officer with the Snowdonia National Park Authority had been involved with
plans for the restoration of the Welsh Highland Line.  John Fuller and John Jones had
also identified an EU funding stream which was appropriate for the initial group work
of the different railways to identify key common issues but not for major capital
works.    Our UNEP contact recommended that we stay in close touch with them as
they felt that more value might emerge from a wider grouping. Accordingly, John
Jones visited Vienna to see the senior staff involved and to arrange with their
consultants to develop a project.  John Jones then met with other voluntary sector
agencies who might become engaged with the theme of improving access to mountain
areas but who were mostly interested in hiking and cycling.  Close contact had been
maintained with Council members and officers of Fedecrail so in 2009 Doris
Wiederwald, the consultant working with UNEP in Vienna, attended the annual
conference in Luxemburg where she made a formal contribution about the work of the
Agency in the context of the Carpathians; hence a possible project funded by the EU
and backed by senior national agencies across the region.  In the meantime Stephen
Wiggs and John Jones also attended the international Carpathian Convention which
was ratified in Bucharest.  At this the contribution of heritage railways to the
sustainable development of the mountains was noted and agreed.

Subsequently it became very clear that the groups of friends, mostly volunteers, of
the relevant railways were really needed on the ground to get the work done, as we
have seen at the Sibiu- Agnita Railway.  Besides, their immediate requirement is
usually for support for capital works.  Accordingly, the idea that the railways
themselves become the formal partners in an overarching international project was
shelved.  Nevertheless their involvement was still crucial at the regional level.  Finally
the Access2mountain project was drawn up by the consultants advising both UNEP
and the Austrian Federal Government Environment Agency, who were willing and able
to become the Lead Partner for the project.  In general terms, a large-scale and in-
depth transfer of expertise between two macro regions, namely the Alps and
Carpathians, about the issues involved in sustainable access to mountains was
envisaged. Clearly railways, especially those that already exist, have a leading role to
play in this. As the project has worked its way through, it has become ever clearer
that railways can function not just as part-time heritage operations but also for local
transportation. Equally, particular relationships have built up both within the regional
partnerships necessary to support the project and also between regions such as those
of Eastern Slovakia, Northern Hungary and Zakarpatskie Oblast in Ukraine.  Some
valuable small-scale capital schemes have been implemented, for example in adding
bicycle carrying capabilities on local trains.

In both October 2012 and October 2013 NERHT was invited to attend workshops
where partners meet to share progress. Clearly the observer status accorded to
Fedecrail as the umbrella body representing heritage and tourist railways has been
honoured.

Now the project is drawing to a close and the final partner meeting will be held in
Kosice, Slovakia, on 22nd to 24th January 2014. The formal closing conference is to be
held in the Gesäuse National Park, Austria from 1st-3rd April 2014. What is clear is
that many of the existing partners are very committed to continuing their efforts to
work together in this part of Danubian Europe, both to ensure practical steps to
maintain and improve access to the mountains and also to keep railways on the policy
agenda for public sector agencies, especially at this time when finances are under
pressure.  Many EU states have considerable EU and national funds available for
regional development, so we await with interest more projects like the rebuilding of
the Pinzgaubahn and Mariazellerbahn which has already made such an impact in the
Alps.
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The Access2Mountains website at www.access2mountain.eu contains a great deal of
detail and many research papers that are in the public domain and deserve close
reading.  For its part NERHT, as the partner of Fedecrail,has tried to fulfil its stated
aim of supporting rail heritage in Eastern Europe. Let’s hope that another project
emerges soon to celebrate the role of industrial heritage and especially railways and
their contribution to the modern economy.

   More on Lithuania’s Siaurukas
We are indebted to our member Tony Olsson for the following comments and photographs,
which supplement previous references in Eastern Star Nos 48 and 50.

Over the years I have been visiting this Lithuanian narrow-gauge railway, the
locomotives have been transformed from rusty wrecks in Soviet green,
through a couple of attempts at a corporate livery, to a riot of different
colours. Ditto the carriages and wagons. Anykšciai is the best place to see the
variety, as it is the operational base for the regular weekend services. It also
has an interesting museum containing diesel and steam locomotives and
other equipment. There is a bus station nearby with connections to
Panevežys and many other places including Vilnius. Anykšciai is also a good
base to visit the Anykšciai National Park which has a multitude of museums
and memorials to famous Lithuanian writers. A guide book Panevežys:
Cycling, walking on foot and the narrow gauge railway can be obtained from
Panevežys Tourist Information Centre, and shows some of the places of
interest (the writer of this article edited the English translation). The route
from Panevežys to Anykšciai can be rather boring (‘too many trees’ I heard
someone say) but the next section from Anykšciai to Rubikiai is much better
and varied. This is the section most visitors will travel on. There is a bridge
over a river, a level crossing over a main road where the driver’s mate has to
get out to close and open the gates. When the weather is good, the lake, a
few minutes walk from the terminus at Rubikiai, is a glorious place for a

picnic, or a drink and a meal
in the cafe.
To the north of Panevežys is a
network of lines which in the
early 20th century were part
of an extensive network of
750mm lines that covered all
three of the Baltic States and
extended into Belarus. Some
histories say they were lifted
at the end of WW2, but in fact
they still exist, and will
eventually be restored for
tourist traffic. As can be
deduced from this picture
(which was taken in 2010), a
lot of rebuilding is needed, so

it will be some time before the lines are reopened. In anticipation of reopening,
some of the restored TУ2 locomotives have been placed at a few other stations
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on these lines, together with some freight wagons; but it will be a long wait
until the trains start running again.
K4-708, the steam locomotive, which since 2004 had been a station display, is
now being restored for operation.

A special train
about to leave
Panevežys.
Behind TУ2-093
is a generator
van to provide
electricity for
the passenger
coaches.

Panevežys is the only station in Lithuania which has operational narrow- and broad-
gauge tracks.

News from Russia
We are indebted to Sergei Dorozhkov for the following notes:

At the Pereslavl’ museum, the past season was a bit less effective than had
been anticipated, due to poor weather and massive repairs of the main
Moscow-Yaroslavl highway, causing terrific traffic jams. As a result there was a
decline in tourist figures. However, it survived! The main effort was given to
refurbishing the territory and adjoining land. The parking area was moved
closer to the village, cutting the length of the footpath in half. Now it is only
400 metres, quite bearable for modern people. Work continued on the dirt road
to Talitsy, tracks at the station and several earlier restoration projects. The
new restoration launched in 2013 was the GMD4 rail lorry, on which most
external work is now nearing completion. Frames, cab, platform and bogies
were all extensively overhauled. Restoration of the mechanical part (engine,
gearbox, reverse gear and rear axle) continued.

There are several new projects that are being developed in Russia. First, a new
railway museum is being planned in Ekaterinburg. Their first attempts are
aimed at the narrow gauge, and huge plans are being drawn up, including the
assembly of a collection of working steam in the grounds of the Ekaterinburg
pioneer railway, which is being extensively rebuilt. Local initiative is backed by
financing from Russian Railways. Time will show whether they succeed. In the
autumn nothing serious seemed to have been done, except for many
consultations, but there was a strong feeling that before long there would be
some results.
The Ekaterinburg group is in close cooperation with the Alapayevsk narrow-
gauge line [which still runs a regular service - Ed], where some repairs have
been done but at the same time remote sections lifted. One has to be most
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cautious to make any conclusions, as in current Russia most great projects
remain on paper. In any case attempts to rival the Golden Ring [tourist circuit
of the Moscow region] are initially failing, as there are simply not enough
tourists in the Urals. Just compare 1.25 million citizens in Ekaterinburg with 12
million in Moscow, not to speak of bad roads, lack of hotels and other tourist

infrastructure and the general
remoteness of the area. The big
private military oriented museum in
Verkhnaya Pyshma (Ekaterinburg
oblast), belonging to copper
industrialists, has launched a railway
programme. Their main recent
achievement is the rescuing of an Ov
class 0-8-0 from the Dead Railway,
about which we had done an article in
Eastern Star in September 2010,
[this picture by  Alexander

Dobrovolsky shows one of those abandoned eight-wheelers] . More comments
and pictures on this can be found at our main railway enthusiasts’ forum,
whose address is http://scaletrainsclub.com/board/viewtopic.phprt.
So far as the ambitious technical museum project in Mytishy (near Moscow) is
concerned, construction is under way while more land is being acquired. First
exhibits (automobiles and tractors) are already on display, though only for
specially-invited guests. The railway part is planned to include both narrow and
broad gauge steam, but collecting has not yet started [Sergei was invited to
advise on this]. Meanwhile, old projects continue at a more or less permanent
pace. Back in December 2012 Russian Railways adopted a centralized
programme of steam preservation, but most of their achievements since then
are very arguable,to say the least.
News of the St. Petersburg narrow-gauge group can be found on their website
http://uzd.spb.ru

   UKRAINE

Antonovka - Zarechnoye line

This is is the longest narrow-gauge line among those which still exist in
Ukraine, and it is located in the Rovno region. We are indebted to Victor
Horodniansky for these notes.

The distance between Antonovka and Zarechnoye stations is 106 km.
There are also two additional stations on this line - Vladimirets and Belaya.
The Antonovka - Zarechnoye line belongs to the Lvov Railway. Its construction
started in 1895 but exact date is unknown. It was constructed for
wood transportation. At Antonovka station, passengers could get the broad-
gauge line, and products and goods could be transferred between narrow-
gauge and broad-gauge wagons. Here is a small shed for locomotive and
wagon repairs. Signalling is based on the token system. Train signalling is
mostly by semaphores. Motive power consists of diesel locomotives TY2-062
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and TY2-097 (for passenger operation) and TY7-0767 (to provide
line servicing). There are also passenger coaches of PB48-051 type
and flatcars.  There is also one tank wagon but it is out of service and there is
one snowplough of SO-750 type.
Average speed on this line is 25,5 km/h (16 mph); maximum speed is 55 km/h
(34,4 mph); the full travel time is 4 hours and 2 minutes.
As there is only one line in the area that connects the atomic power station in
the area with different cities and villages within Rovno region there is
still no State decision to close it despite many attempts by the Lvov (Lviv)
Railway administration to finish it. In January 2012 Ostrovsk  station was
closed, with side track and semaphores dismantled. A map is available at:
http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/7/77/Railway-osm-
antonowka-zarechnoe-z12-mapnik.png?uselang=ru and pictures can be found
at http://tov-tob.livejournal.com/106089.html

Znesinnya Park Railway

Some years ago (see the December 2009 issue of Eastern Star),
NERHT sent a two-man advisory delegation to the Znesinniya Park railway
in Lviv. Although the situation has not been favourable for developing this

project, we were pleased to learn
from Yaroslav Horodchuk that a
steam excursion has been run on
the line, thanks to support from
Wolfram Wendelin, and a local
entrepreneur, the chief of the
Lviv Railway track department,
and Oleksandr Zavadovych of
Znesinniya Park. The trip was a
success, attracting the attention
of regional and national
television. However, although it
would be possible to run other
trips on the line there are
obstacles that need a
coordinated approach, involving
a joint effort by the local
governments, the Lviv Railway,
and influential business interests.
NERHT has been asked for help.
A book about the railway, of which
the park section was once a part,
is to be published soon. It is by
Berchard Duchek and titled Lviv -
Pidhaytsi Railway.

Photo  Yaroslav Horodchuk
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Ukraine Photo Tours in March and May: Wolfram Wendelin has advised us of a
programme starting Saturday 8 March and ending Friday 14 March. This is
planned for a limited number of participants and bookings will close on
February 28. Full details can be obtained from Wolfram. Features include a trip
on the Vyhoda line (with snow plough if weather permits), travel on interesting
broad-gauge lines (including a mixed train into Moldova), shunting operations,
the narrow-gauge Korostiv museum, and the Kiev tram system. For some of
the runs there will be an accompanying photo bus. The full tour (starting and
finishing at Vienna) including fares, hotels (single rooms with facilities) one
night in a coupe sleeper, breakfasts, is priced at 890 Euros. Individual
arrangements can be made for sections of the tour (for example, the Vyhoda
special train is priced at 100 euros). Enquiries should be addressed not to
NERHT (which is not a sponsor of the trip) but to Wolfram at wwlok@utanet.at
For the May tour, see the announcement on p.10.

  Poland

The Polish preservation scene, as our readers must know, can still be fractious.
Andrew Goltz informs us that the Pyskowice museum project has gained a
breathing space: the Katowice court rejected the PKP claim that apart from
owing several years of rent, the museum occupied the site without a valid
agreement (the court held that there is indeed a valid agreement, with the
infrastructure company PKP PLK). Meanwhile, the Warsaw Railway Museum
management team is determined to hold on to the Warszawa Glowna site at all
costs and is appealing against the court decision that they have to leave. PKP
SA have suggested several alternative sites and have appointed an official to
manage the museum problem on a full-time basis.

Bulgaria

  Sofia public transport museum

As reported in our last issue, our NERHT chairman has written to the
mayor  of Sofia in support of the public transport museum proposed by the
Public Transport and Infrastructure Association (which as yet is a proposal and
not a done deal). We are grateful to Tsanko Simeonov for the following
background notes:

In 1898 the Belgian company Trams Electriques SA and French company
Marseilles under a concession agreement with the Sofia Municipality began
construction of the Sofia tram system. Approximately 25 kilometres of metre-
gauge single-track network were built over two years, and 25 trams with 14
trailers were delivered.

On 1 January 1901 (old style) the 6-route system was launched,
connecting the city centre with outlying settlements. The villages Knyazhevo,
Pavlovo, Krasno Selo and Poduyane became the first and only villages with
trams running through them. From the opening of the tram system in Sofia in
1901 until today more than a thousand trams and trailers have seen service.
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Those of them that launched the tram system can no longer be found either on
the streets or in tram depots. However, thanks to the public transport
management, a few historical trams were preserved. Today some of these
trams are restored for operation, being hired for advertising purposes or to
enthusiasts from all over the world for special tours in the city centre. But
most cannot be seen today, being unrestored and having been stored in the
open at the Krasnaya Polyana depot. On the Association’s initiative, in mid-July
they were moved to the covered premises of the former tram factory.
Currently nine, built in 1912-49, are awaiting restoration and return to service.

Restoration of historic trams will require a place where they can be
stored. Existing tram depots are not suitable for partial conversions to
museums. But the premises of the first tram depot in Sofia, built in 1901, are
currently empty. The depot was closed for operation in 1999 and since then
only a small part of it is used as a depot for maintenance vehicles. The location
is very suitable – between two metro stations, one of which serves the central
railway and bus stations. The fact that the depot is not used, together with the
lack of maintenance, have resulted in worsening of its condition. The roof
structure needs urgent repairs, otherwise it can collapse.

Conditions are right, and the Sofia municipality has to decide whether to
go ahead, which will give a positive signal for Sofia's candidature for European
Capital of Culture in 2019. The Association will continue to work on the project
and will look for cooperation with similar organizations.

         A preserved Bulgarian Pacific at work during a recent winter
      (Photographer’s name wanted)
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Romania

A clarification. In our last issue, the roles in railway preservation of the
Romanian Tourist Authority and SAAF were not presented as clearly as they
might have been. Rick Spurway points out that ‘SAAF manage all the rail
assets (standard and narrow gauge) taken over from the former SNCFR
through renting, leasing and selling. Revenue from these activities finances the
acquisition of new assets necessary for the modernisation of the Romanian rail
network. . .the now bankrupt division of CFR who operated tourist trains based
on historic locomotives and wagons - which include the Romanian Royal Train -
and all narrow gauge locomotives and rolling stock is SFT-CFR (see
www.turismferoviar.ro) They still own many of the buildings of the Sibiu Agnita
Railway (which are clearly marked with their SFT-CFR logo), and they are
responsible for what many consider to be the ‘illegal’ sale of the
bulk of the SAR locomotives and wagons. SFT-CFR are currently in
administration and the fate of their remaining assets is being decided. While
the SAAF have shown a willingness to release the ownership of the track-bed
to Sibiu County under the administration of local mayors, there is still the
hurdle of the SFT-CFR involvement in the SAR to be overcome ... I am fearful
of the outcome. However, there are some remaining SFT-CFR narrow-gauge
assets which would be extremely valuable to the SAR, if they could be acquired
somehow. . . the Romanian National Tourism Authority are a  completely
different organisation who promote tourism in Romania - with nothing to do
with operating historic trains or railways.
However, I feel perhaps they should at least promote them!

A reminder of the early years of the Sibiu - Agnita revival
Photo by courtesy of Friends of Mocanita
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   Hungarian trams: a request

Ferenc Dobra; who was the leader of the group responsible for restoring and displaying the
Mk48 diesel locomotive and the goods wagon at the former station at Domaszek is anxious to
contact anyone who photographed trams at Szeged between 1950 and 1980 or the narrow-
gauge tramway in Nyiregyhaz between 1950 and closure in 1969. If anyone can offer help,
Jonathan Sutton (490fan@gmail.com) would be pleased to pass on the information.

UKRAINE STEAM – special steam trains  16-17 May.2014

Wolfram Wendelin has advised us of two steam excursions on two of Ukraine’s most
scenic lines. These are non-profit ventures, with any surplus funds channelled to
preservation projects, and NERHT, though not a sponsor, is glad to bring them to the
attention of readers, who will already be aware of Wolfram’s previous excursions.
Details are as follows and intending participants are required to register by February
28. Please contact him at wwlok@utanet.at

1) Special train from Kolomyia to Zalishchky (83 km) on May 16th
with L-3535 and two blue passenger coaches, many photostops and runpasts,
duration from 9am to 3pm (6 hours), back to Kolomyia bus transfer. 2) Special train
on mountain line from Kolomyia to Rakhiv (123 km) on May 17th with L-3535
and two blue passenger coaches, many photostops and runpasts, duration from 9am
to 5 pm (8 hours); trip insurance for 4 days. Package price Euro 590.

Individual arrangements for travelling to Kolomyia and home, and for hotel
accomodation in Kolomyja  can be made.

John Snell. We have just been saddened by the news of John’s death.
He was vice-chairman and a veteran NERHT committee member and we will
publish a fuller tribute in our next issue.

*     *     *     *     *     *     *

The  New Europe Railway Heritage Trust ('NERHT') is  a voluntary organisation
established to help railway preservation in the former USSR and the ex-communist countries
of Central and Eastern Europe (registered in the UK as charity No 1099229).
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